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Medicare part D, reforming medical
malpractice to make sure it is afford-
able for every practitioner and their
patients, and to negotiate finally for
deeper discounts from prescription
drug companies.

We are also going to eliminate the
antitrust exemption that the Wall
Street-run health insurance corpora-
tions have been benefiting from for
several decades. We are also going to
begin to look at purchasing health care
policies across State lines.

This is what the people want: They
want private doctors and private hos-
pitals. They want to be in charge of
their health care again.

We are going to put patients first in
this House of Representatives.

——
HEALTH CARE AND SENIORS

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
many seniors from my area of south
Florida are concerned about the $1 tril-
lion Pelosi bill. The Pelosi bill is
poised to hurt seniors by endangering
their Medicare benefits. Seniors, after
decades and decades of hard work and
sacrifice, deserve nothing less than the
best quality health care that we can
provide. Any health care reform legis-
lation must not endanger this solemn
promise.

According to CBO, the Congressional
Budget Office, the Pelosi plan will cut
Medicare benefits by $162 billion. The
Pelosi bill will force seniors to pay up
to 20 percent more for their Medicare
prescription drug coverage. It will also
inflict massive cuts on a popular pro-
gram, Medicare Advantage, that will
force many seniors out of their current
coverage. So not only do we take away
benefits from our seniors, but we will
make them pay more for what little
they are left with.

This is not what seniors deserve. Sen-
iors deserve to have their Medicare
benefits protected. Whatever shape
health care reform takes, this Chamber
must never forget our pledge to our
seniors.

WELCOMING AMERICAN INDIANS
AND ALASKA NATIVES TO WASH-
INGTON

(Ms. McCOLLUM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to welcome the many American
Indians and Alaska Natives who are
here in Washington to address the
needs of Indian Country. For the first
time, leaders from the 564 federally
recognized tribes will interact directly
with the President and Cabinet mem-
bers in the first annual White House
Tribal Nations Conference.

President Obama, the administration
officials, and many Members of Con-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

gress are engaging tribal leaders in an
unprecedented conversation to hear
firsthand about the needs and opportu-
nities facing Indian communities and
families.

Tribal leaders are also here to com-
memorate the historic opening today
of the Embassy of Tribal Nations’ per-
manent home in our Nation’s Capital
for their family of sovereign tribal gov-
ernments.

Migwetch—thank you—as we would
say in Minnesota. Thank you to all the
tribes who are here to participate and
work on Indian issues together.

———————

DOING HEALTH CARE REFORM
THE RIGHT WAY

(Mrs. MYRICK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, when I
am at home in the district, I am not
getting questions about health care. 1
am getting questions about jobs. Peo-
ple are saying, what are you doing to
help create jobs?

Unemployment nationally is at a 26-
yvear high. In my district, it is between
11 and 15 percent, and small business
people say to me all the time, new
taxes on businesses that can’t afford
health coverage is not going to help.
We all know that leads to fewer jobs
and lower wages for workers.

Health care reform is important, but
the country can’t afford it under the
proposed bill. Half of the tax dollars
collected by the health care bill’s new
surtax are from small business. It is
terrible for innovation and Kkills inge-
nuity, which made America great.

It is the American people that keep
this country growing, and they want
health reform done the right way, that
lowers cost and is affordable.

———

PROTECTING INNOCENT
AMERICANS FROM EXECUTION

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, today I introduced H.R. 3986, the Ef-
fective Death Penalty Appeals Act, to
protect innocent Americans from exe-
cution. Under current law, a death row
inmate can be stranded in a procedural
no-man’s land condemned to die, even
if there is compelling new evidence of
innocence.

Justice Stevens recently wrote that
the law as it stands is arguably uncon-
stitutional. It is also wrong. My bill
would empower Federal courts to en-
tertain and grant habeas corpus peti-
tions for death row inmates who
present new evidence that dem-
onstrates probable innocence.

This bill will help us discern the in-
nocent from the guilty when the stakes
are highest. I look forward to broad
support for this bill.

I will also say that health care, this
new proposal, H.R. 3986, is fabulous re-
form to this problem.
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PROPOSED HEALTH CARE REFORM
WILL HURT WOMEN

(Ms. FALLIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FALLIN. Mr. Speaker, for many
women and their families, higher
health care costs means the difference
between receiving care or going with-
out it. Unfortunately, the Pelosi health
care bill raises taxes on health care
and empowers the Federal Government
and bureaucrats to decide what kind of
health care families and women will
have versus empowering people to
make their own personal decisions. It
also undermines a woman’s ability to
make the best decisions for her family.

According to a report, studies have
shown that more than 52 percent of
women have foregone necessary care
because of the cost. They have foregone
care from filling prescription drugs,
skipping a medical test, or even failing
to see a doctor when they needed med-
ical help.

We know when the Federal Govern-
ment takes over care, whether it is a
bureaucratic system or a socialized
system, that it also leads to rationing
of care. This bill increases taxes while
also causing higher insurance pre-
miums and will hurt women and chil-
dren and their families. But House Re-
publicans support reasonable health
care reform that lowers costs and will
ensure access to care for all Americans.

———

NO LONGER BEING FOOLED BY
THE PARTY OF NO

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, one of the
scariest themes of Halloween has been
the continuation of myths about our
health care legislation that is being
made by opponents of reform. These
TEA-bagger myths have been debunked
time and time again, yet some in this
Congress continue to perpetuate them.
Why? Because they have no alternative
plan of their own.

If they had a comprehensive plan
that would actually address our Na-
tion’s health care crisis, it would have
been put forward, or maybe they would
have enacted it during the years that
they ran Congress and the White
House. But when you don’t have a plan,
you have nothing else to talk about.

We all know we cannot continue the
status quo: Americans with health in-
surance today, never knowing if it will
be there when they need it; millions of
Americans today without any cov-
erage; all the while, costs keep climb-
ing and insurance companies keep get-
ting richer.

So what do some folks do? They dis-
tort our plan and use scare tactics and
try to fool the American people. But
the American people support our plan,
which ensures that we all have access



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-12T14:05:38-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




